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Preface 


T1 iG Housing question. Is one of tlie most Importcxnt 
matteu’s tlxat Ras CLffectcd tRe country since tRe 'w^Jclu ccxmc to 
an end. Tlie Central cincL Prov?lnciaL Governments are trying 
to grapple vvltR Us clifRcultles. Springing up in outer rings 
around all tRe larger to^vns and scattered along tRe main 
arteries of tRe country are town-planning scReniGvS wKicK 
are developing at a rapid rate. O'f course, almost, every 
Rouse-Roldnr would, prefer to own tRe Iiouss In wRicR Re 
lives. It is a Very natural and. laudable desire to possess 
the roof wlxlcR skelters and protects us year in and year out. 

‘AVi-t.Rln tRe last fevV years, our notions of planning RaVe 
altered for tRe better and in all up-to-date liouses every 
available square foot Is used to tRe best purpose. Tlie 
Garden City movement and tRe expansion of Co-operative 
Building Societies Rave sRoWn tRe townsman tRat Ke and Rls 
family can enjoy a cottage and garden in tRe country. TKis 
demand fora cottage Rome among pleasant surroumdings is 
not confined to any one class of people. TRe deterioration 
in, tke KealtR. of town dwellers can be stopped if tRey be 
encouraged and assisted to spread tRcmselves over a larger 
area of Land, A 1 men canixot be expected from C-3 Romes. 

Building prices RaVe I'isen steadily after tRe War. 
PurtRer, at present, tKere is a World sRortage of building 
materials coupled witR an intense dcma.nd. So tRe need 
for economy in building construction and for simplicity In 
arcKitectural design Ras beconxe a ixailonaL concern. 
Unnecessary expeixidUitre - -wkotixor of commodities or of 
service — sRouUl. bo regarded as anil-soclal and unpatriotic 
And one of tRe lessons of life Is tRat effi.clency and. Lasting 
beatity come only fronx simple, unaffected forms. 
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Materials 

Irb these days of commercial enter pise, wltk eocr- 
iiicfeasing facilities of transport oeer land and sea, tke 
selection of building materials kas became a ^?astly 
difFerent affair from, wkat it Was in tke past. Local 
materials, apart from tkeir aestketic ^alue of conforming 
witK Local traditions, are nearly always ckeapest. In a brick 
district, tkerefore, use bricks - in a stone country use stone ; 
and wkere sultabl.e clean gras^el is easily obtainable, some 
form, of concrete will be ckeaper and more suitable tkan 
otkors. Wkere timber is a^.7ailablG in plenty use as muck 
timber as possible. 

Foundations 

Tke nature of tke soil and tke vVeLgkt of tke super- 
structure determine tke dimensions of foundations. 
Foundations skould be taken below tke oegetabls eartk to 
be out of tke reack of atmospkerical ckanges. Tkere skould 
be YLO doubt as to tkeir sufficiency, for it is expensls^e Work 
to strengtken foundations after tke kouse kas been built. 
In order to increase tke area of pressure on tke ground, 
tkei'e skculd be footings at tke base of tke wall projecting 
out on eack side and in addition tke concrete skould be 
still wider. 

Bricks 

Good, bricks are as durable as any otker material* 
Homogeneity of surface and texture, tougkness as opposed 
to brittleness and clearness of ring wken knocked togetker ; 
tkesG are some of tke ckarecterlstics of good bricks. In 
every wall tkere skould be good “bond’” — tkat is, tke 
arrangement of bricks in wkick no Vertical joint comes 
exactly over tkat in tke next coarse above or below. 
A tkioker wall tkan 13Un. will be seldona required for 
cottages as regards stability alone. 



Stone walls 


Ikci’c cu’e n^any kinds of stone walLimj^ ike uanxGvS of 
wkick v^ary witk ike locality. Rubble wallintj ih uxostly UmSGcL 
in cottacjc work and .skould nob be less tkan 18 In. tkick. 
Tkerc skould be atleasfc one ^^fckrougksfconc’ to e^ery ten 
square feet of surface and ecen tken tke strengtk of tke Wall 
as well as its imperiousness, depends largely on tke q uality 
of tke mortar used. Tke appearance tooj is s?ery muck 
inRvxGnced by tke nature of tke joints. ALtKougk a wall of 
ruTkle stone must of necessity be tkicker, it will, wKere stone 
is easily accessible, be less expenswe tkan brickwork. It will 
also karmonise better wLtk local styles of building in suck 
districts. 

Walls of Brick and Stone 

E^7en in tke keart of stone nelgkbout'koods, b 'Icks are 
generally used for internal walls and v?ery often, wkere tkey 
are ckeap, for internal facings of outside walling. Tke reason 
is tkat bricks are easier to lay and regiii.re muck less piaster 
tkan rougk stonework. In .small koase^i tke usual tkickness 
for tkesG composite walls is 15 in. Tkerc skould bo plenty 
of bonding stones and e«v?ery fiftk course of tJie brick lining 
sliould be keaders. 

Concrete walls. 

Concrete seevns to be tKe building material of tke 
future. Being so adaptable in use and conv^'enleyLt in 
transpoi't— for, suitable aggregate can generally be obtained 
locally and cement is not bulky-— a Large number of buildings 
of all sizes ka'^e been erected, in recent years, witk 
concrete block walls. Tkelr prices compare fa^^oiirably witk 
otker biuLding materiaU. Tke durability of tke concrete 
blocks depends on, tke cleanness ot tke aggregate, tke 
quality and quantity of tke matrix and tke efficLency of tke 
mixing. Tke aggregate slioald be fi ee fi’oin loam, and 
snip kur. 
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Roofs. 

It: cannot he repeated too often tlaat tKo simpler a roof 
i.q kept, tke ckeaper it will be and tke better It will look. 
Numerous gables, kips, v? alleys and otkei? breaks In tke roof 
entail an Increase of labour and material and nocos.slta.to 
constant repairs. Plat roof altkougk a little costlic?r In Hi.o 
outlay is tbe eke a pest In. tke long run. 

Construction 

Sound cons r hue tlon skouLd always be regarded as the 
first essential. Tkere is no faltk-keallng In building 
construction and no obker Way of minimising tke ultimate 
cost of maintenance of a kouse tkan by good sound building 
In tke ftrst Instance. Prom tke future owner's point of s?lew, 
tkei e no doubt wkateoer tkat tke most satisfactory result 
can only be obbalned, wken proper plans and speclRoaiions 
ka\?e been prepared by a guallked Ai.^ckltect or Engineer. 
It is furtkec Important that tke Arcklhect or Engineer skould 
supGr»jLsG tke building to see tkat It Is cai.v’lcd out according 
to tke plans and also tkat tko nraterlals and flbiings 
empolyecl are exactly as speclked. Tke small fees he may 
ckarge will be easily compensated by tke sound construction, 
tke owner will get. ‘^ken once tke plan and estimate kaoe 
been prepared tkere skould be, as far as possible, nf> 
devJlotlons ; or else it wlLl land tke owner In trouble. 

Approximate cost of tkose designs kavc not been gisi^en, 
since prices \?ary from place to place and also according to 
the materials used. 

Tke encouragement gls7en by Engi neers, Contraci.ors and 
the Public in India, Ceylon andBurnia, to my prevnoiis book 
^‘Stylisk Homes”, kas prompted me to prepare tkese 
furtker plans and pubLisK tkem. Any suggestions regarding 
tkem will be gratefully accepted. 


G. V. S. MAN! 

12 - 3 - 48 . 
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Design No. 3 


Plinth Area 670 Sq ft. 


Another design fit for a narrow south facing plot is visualised here. 
In the first floor 3 bed rooms canba arranged over the living, dining and 
kitchen cum store. 





4 









Design No. 5 Plinth Area 730 Sq. ft. 

Spacially design sd for a plot facing north, this plan provides easy 
access to all the thr^e bed rooms in the first floor. 





Design No. 6 Plinth Area 740 Sq ft. 

This design is sur’? to attract ths attanhon of anyone interested In 
building a sinall house facing west. 














Design No. 8 Plinth Area 770 Sq, ft. 

The bay in th^ front adds colour to this plan facing east. In the 
first floor two bed roonjs and a deep and long verandah in front 
are contemplated. 








Design No. 9 Plintli Area 800 Sq, ft. 

Space does not permit to adequately describe a home here 
pictured suitable fox an east facing plot. Three independent bed rooms 
are available in the first floor. 








Design No, 10 Plinth. Area 840 Sq, ft. 

A verandah on the west side protects the front bed room in 
the first floor of this design planned for a sonth facing plot. 








Design No. 11 


Plinth Area 870 Sq. ft. 


Yet another attractive house with a southern aspect is provided 
here. By combining the kitchen and store there is scope for three bed 
rooms in the fir-'t floor. 








Design No. 12 


Plinth Area 880 Sq. ft. 


If elegance is requirad in your house, you cannot but aeleci thic 
design suitable for south facing. No first floor is provided. 




Design No 13 Plinth Area 890 Sq ft. 

A compact but roomy bouse is what is aimed at in this simple 
design suitable for east facing. 
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Design No. 14 Plinth Area 90C Sq, ft 

This artistic design is suitsd both for north and east facing- The 
semicircular treatment in the front gives a majestic appearance. 
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Design No. 15 Plinth Area 920 Sq it. 


If you want an sconomical and stylish design for an east facing 
plot, here is one. 
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Design No. 16 


Plinth Area 930 Sq ft. 


Where breadth is available in a north facing plot, this design is 
most suitable. Four bed rooms over living, dining, kitchen and store 
can be provided in the first floor. 
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Design No. 17 Plinth Aiea 940 Sq. ft. 

South a east aspact for every room has been kept in visw when 
planning this tip-top design fit for any facing. 
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Design No. 18 Plinth Area y40 Sq ft 

Tne garacjB forms part of this hoasa fit for west facing. Thrsa 
bad rooms over garage, dining and living are provided in the first floor. 







Design No. 19 Plinth Area 950 Sq. ft. 

Our design can bs truly said to be a complete plan suitable for 
north facing. 







Design No. 20 Plinth Area 970 Sq. ft. 

Another attractive design planned for a north facing plot. Four 
bed rooms are provided in the first floor. 
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l^esign No. 21 Plinth Area 980 Sq ft 

An eastern asjpsct is what is aimed at in this imposing sturcture. 
Three bed rooms over hving. dining and kitchen can be built in the 
•first floor. 












Design No. 24 


Plinth Area 1000 Sq. ft. 


A lumber or an occasional store room can be constructed in- 
between the garage and the Bed room above, in this design suitable for 
south facing. 
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Design No, 25 Plinth Area 1010 Sq. ft. 

A modern home, as is here pictured, is suitable for east facing. 
Three bed rooms are available in the first floor. 
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Design No. 26 


Plinth Area 1020 Sq. ft. 


Diract accass, from outside, to the staircase is the spacial feature in 
this design fit for east facing. Three independent bed rooms are available 
in the first floor. 
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Design No. 28 Plinth Area 1030 Sq. fi. 

Thi3 South facing cottags ij attractive in its simplicity. In thr^ 
first floor three bed rooms and a sitting room are contsmplated. 










Design No. 39 Plinth Area 1030 Sq. ft. 


The bed room?/ in the first floor, above the living and dining rooms, 
will have the southern aspect although this house faces west. 
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Design No '3(1 -rrPhnth Area 1040 Sq ft 

Another stylish east facing house is visualised hare, 




Design No. 31 Plinth Area 1050 Sq. ft, 

' " The enclosed verandah on the west side .protects the living room 

of this design planned for south facing. 
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Design No. 32 Plinth Area 1050 Sq. ft. 

This majestic design suitable for east facing, speaks for itself. 
Three bad rooms over living, dining and kitchen can be built in the 
first floor. 






Design No. 33 Plinth Area 1060 Sq. ft , 


The central passage gives independent access to all three bed 
rooms in the first floor of this plan suitable for north or east facing. 
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Design No, 34 Plinth Area 1070 Sq. ft. 

Three bed rooms over drawing, living and dining rooms are 
available in the»fiTSt floor of this design planned for west facing. 
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'Design No. 36 


Plinth Area 1080 Sq. ft. 


Facing east cr west this majesti® building is sure to attract the ©ye. 
the first floor three independent bed rooms are available. 
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Design No. 38 Plinth Area 1100 Sq. it 

If you require an economical and stylish design for a north oast 
plot, laere is one. 
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Design No, 41 


Plinth Area 1 140 Sq, ft. 


Both the plan, suitable for east facing-, and the exterior appearance 
will certainly appeal to many. Three bed rooms and a living room are 
available in the first floor. 







Design No, 42 



Plinth Area 1140 Sq. ft 


Here is a combination of old and new ideas. 




* 3 ’ 





Design No. 43 Plinth Area 1150 Sq. ft. 

It would be difficult to find a more attractive plan than the one 
sho\/n here suited to face south. 
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Design No. 45 Plinth Area 1170 Sq. it. 

This is a simple cottage fit for an east facing plot, when the two 
bad rooms will have a south aspect, 
























Design No. 48 Plinth Area 1 190 Sq. It. 

This horns has all the conveniences and comforts that could ba 
embodied in a plan fit for east or south facing. 
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Design No. 49 Plinth Area 1200 Sq. ft. 

Yet another combination of old and n"?w types fit for west facing. 
Four bed rooms are available in the first flooi.'. 
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Design No. 50 Plinth Area 1 220 Sq. ft. 

This IS a practical plan with an attractiva frontage fit for a north 
facing plot. 











Design No. 52 Plinth Area 1240 Sq. ft. 

A charming cottage facing east, combinos the garage in the main 
building. 
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Design No. 54 Plinth Area 1 270 Sq. ft. 


Although there is no first floor: all the conveniences are available 
in this compact design facing west. 



54 




niN/N^ 





Design No. 56 


Plinth Area 1310 Sq. iU 


With verandahs ortthe west and north side, the ground floor plah 
is self-contain “ d in this new design. 








Design No. 57 


riintli Area. 1320 Sq. ft. 


Th© cottage home here illustrated is suited to face any side, 
bed rooms and a living room are built in the first floor. 


Three 













Design No. 59 Plinth Area 1340 Sq. ft. 


Simple in lines, yet exceedingly attractive, is what is visualised 
in tiiis design facing north. 
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Design No. 61 Plinth Area 1350 Sq, ft. 

Another plan, simple but economical is "what is available her© 
facing north. Three hsd rooms and a living room can be built in the 
first floor. 





Design No. 62 


Plinth Area 1370 Sq. ft 


This picturasquQ cottaga facing west or east is very economical 
to build. 
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Plinth Area 1400 Sq. ft 


Design No. 64 


Facing east, this imposing KoTn3 of single floor, is easily the choice 
of many. The bath and W. C. rooms are easily accessible from the two 
bed rooms. 





Plinth Area 1420 Sq, ft. 


Design No- 65 

There is perhaps no other type of floor plan that is so popular 
as that of the centre living as is shown here facing north- 
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Design No. 68 


Plinth Area 1 500 Sq ft. 

This design is one of the bast of our entire collection of cottage 
homes facing east. Four bad rooms and a sitting room can be built in 
the first floor. 
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Design No. 72 Plinth Area 1630 Sq ft_ 

A guest room with attached bath is the special featura of this type 
design facing north. 












Design No. 73 Plinth Area 1650 Sq. ft. 

The rounding ol corners the front has given charm to this 
axcelleni home facing eaet. 
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Design No. 74 


Plintli Area 1750 Sq. ft. 










Design No, 75 Plinth Area 1850 Sq, ft. 

Facing north or east this imposing structure v/ill be liked by 
many who v/ant a compact hom3. 








Design No. 76 Plinth Area 1900 Sq. 

The central passage is useful in giving access to all the four 
bed roorns in the first floor of this plan facing north or east. 
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Design No. 77 Plinth 1950 Sq. It 


A built in rack in th^ slors room is the spscial feature of thi; 
plan facing east. In th first finer four bed rooms are provided. 
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DEWAN BAHADUR L- VENKATAKRISHNAN. Chief 
Engineer P»W,D, (Rtd») Madras writes in the introduction. 

At a small cost the owner of the book has a large selection of 
designs convenient inside and elegant outside. He can select his 
needs as easily as he does his motor car from the pages of well got- 
up catalogues. The book is a compendium of a multitude of designs 
and finishes. The designs are carefully drawn and the book is 
neatly gohnp. ‘ 

THE INDIAN CONCRETE JOURNAL, BOMBAY. 

The publishers have brought out a very good set of plans to 
suit both the revolutionist and the reservist. We consider this a 
most useful book from which ideas can be obtained for a very 
large number of house designs. 

INDIAN ENGINEERING, CALCUTTA. 

Those who have lived long in crowded Cities, in tumble-down 
kutcha or semipukka cheek-by-jowl houses* can find in the pages of 
this interesting book* the vision of their dreams, a Garden City 
Villa. 



JOURNAL OF THE ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERS, 
CALCUTTA. 


Style and economy ot space forms the keynote ol all designs 
and a house built to any of these specimens can really be called a 
‘*House Beautiful-” 


THE HINDU, MADRAS. 

The book is to guide the prospective owner to make his choice 
in the matter of the design of his house. It should be widely useful 
to people who contemplate house construction. 

THE MAIL, MADRAS. 

The accommodation is so graded that each design has an increase 
of about 10 to 20 sq, ft. in plinth area over and above the previous 
design. Thus there are designs to suit all pockets. Tlie disposition 
of the several rooms and staircase and also the dilfeieut styles ol 
elevation are so varied as to satisfy varying tastes. 

THE ORIENT ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY. CALCUTTA. 

The designs shown in this book will satisfy a long felt want ii 
the matter of house construction. Style and comfort have heei 
amply provided lot and special attention has beta t)aid to tltei 
utilitarian aspect. 

DEWAN BAHADUR N. GOVINDARAJA IYENGAR. 

Consulting Special Kngineer to Tlie Govt, of Madras. 

It is really .a very interesting and useful piil')l ication. 

THE TRIBUNE, LAHORE. 

The publication is like a pictorial atbiiin uselul both 1 ‘ 
ICngiiieers and Landlords, The designs are all modern and wi 
particularly suit the tastes and requirements ol the people of tl 
middle and the aristrocratic classes in fndia. 

THE MADRAS JOURNAL Ol' CO-OPEKATION. 

The book contains 80 plans all differing Irom One another, b 
all having the ('ommon character istic of aiming at comfort a 
beauty at 




